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AN  EXQUISITE  COMMEMORATIVE  MEDALLION . . . 


TO  CELEBRATE  LITHUANIA’S  CHRISTIANIZATION 


DECORATIONS  OF  THE  LIETUVOS 
SAULIQ  S^JUNGA  (iNTRO.) 

x3y  Vincent  W.  Alones  and  Henry  L.  Gaidis 

The  Hauli4  H^junga  or  literally  the  "Hiflernan's  As- 
sociation" was  an  official  government  voluntary  organ- 
ization that  functioned  as  the  National  Guard  of  Lith- 
uainia  from  1919  to  19^.  Tne  organization  was  first 
established  in  June,  1919»  when  journalist  Matas  Gal- 
2ius  formed  a volunteer  unit  of  civil  servants  to  as- 
sist the  Litnuanian  SLrmy  in  defending  Kaunas.  As  the 
danger  of  foreign  invasion  passed,  this  unit  of  civi- 
lian riflemen  (Gauliai)  dispersed. 

Vladas  Putvinskis-Putvys,  one  of  the  early  members 
of  the  first  group,  proposed  that  a permanent  auxilia- 
ry body  of  trained  volimteers  be  established.  These 
volunteers  would  be  dedicated  to  the  continual  defense 
of  the  nation's  liberties.  On  Augustus,  1919t  Putvin- 
skis  founded  the  first  squad  of  the  Gauliai  and  was 
elected  the  first  president  of  the  permanent  orgeuiiza- 
tion  . Gal^ius  served  as  the  first  secretary. 

On  August  20,  1919*  tbe  organization  was  officially 
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established  under  the  name  Lietuvos  Gauliq  G^junga 
Continued  on  page  ?••• 


Commemorative  Medallion’s  Oherse  Side  portraying 
Lithuanian  leaders  of  Lithuania's  Christianization. 

In  1987,  Lithuanians  throughout  the  world  will  cele- 
brate the  600th  Jubliee  of  Lithuania’s  Christianity.  Christ- 
ianity actually  came  to  Lithuania  in  three  phases.  In 
1251,  Kinp  Mindaugas  adopted  Christianity  and  a small 
number  of  Lithuanians  also  accepted  the  faith.  But 
Christianity  did  not  “take”  in  Lithuania  until  1387, 
when,  through  the  efforts  of  Grand  Duke  Jogaila,  “Auk- 
staitija”,  the  Highland  Region,  was  baptized,  and  Lith- 
uania joined  the  community  of  Christiam  nations.  In 
1413,  Grand  Duke  Vytautas  completed  the  Christiani- 
zation by  bringing  the  Lithuanian  Lowlands,  “Zemaitija”, 
into  the  Christian  fold. 

These  three  phases  of  Lithuania’s  Christianization  are 
exquisitely  portrayed  on  the  Jubliee  Medalhon  that  is 
being  struck  to  commemorate  this  important  Jubilee. 
The  Medallion,  which  is  currently  in  production  at  the 
Medallic  Art  Company,  was  designed  and  sculpted  in 
high  relief,  by  the  renowned  Vytautas  Kasuba,  whose 
works,  exhibitions,  and  awards  span  several  continents. 
The  illustrations  above  provide  a glimpse  of  the  artistic 
beauty  and  meaningful  content  of  the  Medallion. 

The  Medallion  will  be  struck  in  bronze,  with  an  an- 
tique finish.  It  will  be  3 inches  in  diameter  (as  showni. 
done  in  art  form  with  the  three  phases  of  Lithuania’s 
Christianity  portrayed  in  beautiful  three  dimensional  de 
tail.  It  can  be  yours,  as  a handsome  addition  to  yv*ur 

Continued  next  page... 


2.  CHRISTIANITY  MEDAL... 

Continued  from  pa^e  1... 

ovMi  collection  or  a welcome  gift  to  friends  and  assocnates. 
B\  purchasing  one  or  more  medallions,  you  wil  also  sup- 
•vit  the  Jubilee  Committee’s  many  other  plans  to  make 
this  jubilee  a truly  memorable  one. 

It  will  be  available  about  July  15,  1986.  At  that  time, 
the  .Medallion  will  be  sold  for  $30.00  each.  As  a SPEC- 
l.M.  OFFERING,  anyone  ordering  and  paying  for  the 
.Medallion  before  July  1,  1986,  can  obtain  it  for  $25.00. 

The  Medallion  is  also  available  in  gold  or  silver  plating 
over  the  bronze,  for  an  additional  $5.00  for  the  silver- 
plating,  an  added  $10.00  for  the  gold-plating.  Solid 
silver  medallions  are  available  by  special  order,  as  are 
Galvano  plaques,  12  inch  bronze  castings  of  the  original 
art  work,  suitable  for  hanging.  Galvano  prices  depend 
also  in  the  number  of  orders  received. 

Orders  can  be  placed  now,  through  Medallion  Chair- 
man Loretta  I.  Stukas,  234  Sunlit  Dr.,  Watchung,  NJ. 
07060. 


Commemorative  Medallion’s  Reverse  Side  — Text 
emphasizing  the  phases  of  Lithuania’s  Christianization. 

THE  OBERSE  SIDE  . . . 

portrays  the  Lithuanian  leaders  King  Mindaugas  and 
Grand  Dukes  Jogaila  and  Vytautas  and  indicates  the 
year  each  led  a specific  phase  of  the  Lithuanian  nation’s 
Christianization. 

Each  leader’s  profile  is  cast  on  a background  of  a 
shield.  The  rhythmic  outline  of  the  shields  emphasize 
the  unity  of  purpose  of  the  leader’s  determination  to 
bring  Christianity  to  Lithuania. 

Three  crosses  atop  the  crowns  accentuate  the  three 
major  phases  of  Lithuania’s  Christainization. 

THE  REVERSE  SIDE  . . . 
provides  the  text  of  the  titles  and  honors  assigned 
the  leaders  by  the  Holy  See  during  the  Christianization, 
and  the  names  of  the  Popes  responsible  for  the  titles. 
The  text  is  placed  symmetrically  at  the  top  and  bottom 
of  the  medal,  again  emphasizing  the  phases  of  the  Christ- 
ianization, and  those  responsible  for  those  phases. 

A central  dominant  cross  symbolizes  Christianity. 
In  the  background,  the  Vilnius  Cathedral  and  Bell  Tower 


symbolizes  the  strength  of  the  Christian  faith  in  Lith- 
uania. 

A Knight  (VYTIS),  the  National  Symbol,  emphasizes 
the  fact  that  the  entire  nation  accepted  Christianity. 

ABOUT  THE  ARTIST. . . 


Medallion  Sculptor  — Vytautas  KaSuba. 

The  artistic  beauty  and  meaningful  content  of  the 
Lithuanian  Christianization  Jubilee  Commemorative 
Medallion  reflects  the  remarkable  talents  of  sculpter 
Vytautas  Kasuba,  whose  exhibitions  and  awards  span 
several  continents  and  two  oceans,  and  include  work 
at  three  World’s  Fairs,  exhibitions  in  Paris,  Tokyo, 

New  York  and  his  native  Lithuania. 

in  1915  in  Minsk  of  Lithuianian  parents,  Mr. 

Kasuba  returned  to  Lithuania  in  1918,  graduated  in 
1939  from  the  National  Art  School  in  Kaunas,  Lith- 
uania and  later  returned  there  to  teach  sculpture  and 
serve  as  head  of  its  Department  of  Sculpture.  Kasuba 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1947  and  currently 
resides  in  New  York  with  his  wife,  Architect  Aleksandra. 

Since  1952,  Mr.  Kasuba  has  been  engaged  primarily 
in  commissioned  architectural  work  on  liturgical  themes, 
executing  large  scale  works  in  hammered  lead,  cast, 
bronze,  stone  and  wood.  He  is  also  responsible  for 
several  commemorative  art  medallions,  including  one 
commemorating  the  300th  Anniversary  of  Vilnius  Uni- 
versity. 

Large  or  small,  Vytautas  Kasuba’s  work  pulsates  with 
artistic  insight.  Aleksis  Rannis  of  Yale  University  and 
member  of  the  International  Association  of  Art  Critics, 

Paris,  says  of  Kasuba’s  work: 

“. . .The  contour  of  his  heavy,  arcitectural  figures  show 
a hard  and  archaic  quality,  but  the  surfaces  of  these 
sculptures  pulsate  with  an  extraordinary,  sensitive,  lyrical 
colorfuliBSS,  infinitely  faint  yet  severely  disciplined. ...” 

The  above  news  release,  nicely  cype-set,  was 
copied  from  the  April  issue  of  Vytis,  the  official 
publication  of  the  Knights  of  Lithuania. 

We  wish  the  medal  committee  success,  and  encou- 
rage our  LNa  members  to  particij-iate  and  order  one 
for  tneir  own  collections. 


i'^^i’UKc,  01'  THr]  Month,  tij  frank  kassic,  Albion,  Michigan 

PHILADELPHIA  TOKENS 

Tne  rhiladelpnia  Lithuanian  Oediminas 
club  was  founded  around  ltt95f  and  estab- 
lished its  permanent  headquarters  at 
k715  Allegheny  Ave.  This  group  was  one 
of  several  Lithuanian  groups  in  Philade- 
lphia at  the  turn  of  the  century.  Phila- 
delphia, irA  has  a long  history  of  Litnu- 
anian  settlers.  Lee  The  Knight  August-Le- 
ptember  I90O  pp.  6-7  for  a snort  history, 
written  by  Walter  L.  Norton,  and  Or.  Al- 
exander h.  kaSkus. 

According  to  that  cirticle,  there  is 
some  documentary  evidence  that  some  Lith- 
uanians resided  in  Philadelphia  before 
1775 • The  signature  of  kobert  Tuckniss 
appears  on  the  old  Colonial  4,  7*  and  20 
dollar  bills  of  Pennsylvania,  printed  in 
Philadelphia  in  1775*  In  addition,  the 
signature  of  a '' J . JUNLaL"  appears  on  5 
dollar  bills  issued  Lepteraber  26,  177S» 
ihe  great  Lithuanian,  Thaddeus  Koscius- 


^ko  (Tadas  KosciuSkaj  also  lived  in  Pv,i- 
ladelphia  for  a short  time. 

An  influx  of  Lithuanians  came  to  Phi- 
ladelphia during  the  U.L.  Civil  Waj’.  ke- 
cords  show  that  approximately  500  Lith- 
uanieins  served  on  each  side  in  that  con- 
flict. 

According  to  our  quoted  article  (ca. 
1950),  "Lithuanians  contributed  much  to- 
wards tne  economical  and  cultural  growth 
of  ihiladelphia.  They  came  from  the  old 
country  to  Philadelphia  penniless,  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  Lnglish  language, 
without  friends  or  education,  only  with  a 
couraige  and  determination  to  work  hard  auid 
to  be  useful  citizens,  and  how  well  they 
succeeded.  It  is  really  marvelous.  With 
tneir  magnificent  buildings,  nails,  chur- 
ches, schools,  and  other  cultural  centers 
in  rhiladelphia.  They  have  four  churches 
(5  catholic,  1 protestant^,  3 parochial 
scnools,  tneir  nice  Musical  Hall,  and  oth- 
er nice  establishments." 

"Lithuanians  out  of  sheer  necessity  for 
tneir  own  protection  and  spiritual  comfort 
organized  mainy  fraternal,  social,  charit- 
able and  cultural  organizations.  Nostalg- 
ic reminiscences  about  their  unfortunate 
kinsfolks'  suffering  under  kussian  semi- 
barbarous  yolk,  urged  the  Philadelphia  Li- 
thuanians to  nelp  those  whom  they  left  be- 
hind in  Lithuania.  They  did,  and  are  proud 
of  it.  Lome  of  the  organizations  issued  cu- 
rious looking  metallic  money  tokens.  They 
are  very  interesting  as  relics  of  the  past 
activities  of  those  nithuanieua  organizations 
in  Philadelphia." 


Illustrated  above  is  one  of  numerous  tokens  issued 
by  the  Lithuanian  (iediminas  Club.  This  club  finally 
merged  with  the  Lithuanian  Music  hall  Association, 
and  these  tokens  were  used  by  that  group,  also.  Use 
of  the  tokens  were  discontinued  about  19^0. 

There  were  many  different  tokens  issued  by  the  LGC, 
and  appear  to  be  very  old,  ca.  I9OO.  Most  are  quite 
similar  in  design,  and  bear  tne  initials  "L.G.C." 
with  "5"  on  the  reverse.  Die  changes  and  minor  design 
differences  account  for  the  different  tokens.  These 
were  struck  in  aluminum,  24  mm.  diameter  average. 

Another  series  of  tokens,  issued  in  brass,  were 
stamped  "L.G.C."  and  the  numerals  1,  2,  or  3*  to  de- 
note the  amount  of  change  in  cents.  Later,  they  were 
all  used  for  5c  value,  and  used  through  the  early 
1940 's. 


Left : 

L.G.C.  3«  token. 
Brass.  23  mm. 


One  unusual  token  is  stamped  "L.G.C."  and  the  nu- 
meral. "711"  at  the  bottom.  These  were  used  as  ward- 
robe cnecks.  Brass,  21  mm.  diameter,  illustrated  be- 
low. 


Although  we've  seen  some  Chicago  Lithuanian  tok- 
ens on  the  numismatic  market,  we've  never  seen  any 
Philadelphia  ones.  We  would  appreciate  any  informat- 
ion on  Lithuanian  tokens  used  in  other  U.^a.  cities. 


4 DIRECTORS  REPORT  By  Robert  J.  Douchis,  LRA  ilirector, 

Memberahip  remained  atrong  with  a 95^  renewal  rate  as  we  conclude  our  8th  year.  »^e  currently 
have  117  paid  membershipa  of  which  43  are  original  charter  members.  This  yeeu*  4l  members  made  a 
contribution  in  excess  of  the  basic  5^10  membersnip  donation,  for  which  we  are  very  grateful,  we 
have  approximately  j»650  in  the  treasury  after  costs  for  this  issue  are  deducted.  Our  LNA  camera 
nas  been  very  useful  in  the  past  year  for  obtaining  illustrations. 

jfor  the  benefit  of  our  newer  members  wno  may  not  be  awaire,  we  are  a not-for-profit  volunteer 
association,  four  basis  <»10  membership  donation  covers  only  the  printing  cuad  mailing  cost  of  The 
Miight.  we  rely  solely  upon  your  donations  to  cover  special  projects  (such  as  book  translations) 
whicn  we  nave  been  able  to  send  to  our  members  through  the  years. 

its  membership  renewal  time  againl  You'll  soon  be  receiving  your  membership  renewal  notice  by 
a separate  mailing,  we  found  this  method  far  superior  to  a renewal  coupon.  Also,  to  make  it  eaisier 
on  yours  truly.  I'll  be  enclosing  your  membership  card  with  the  notice.  Spread  the  word  about  the 
iHa  to  your  Litnuanian  collector  friends,  and  sign  them  up! 

Irinted  below  is  our  current  membership  roster,  w’e  never  give  out  addresses  without  permission. 
If  you  would  like  to  contact  someone,  send  your  initial  letter  to  us,  aind  we'll  foirward  it. 


« Gift  in  excess  of  basic  donation 
+ laid  in  advance 
I institutional  membership 


CM-Charter  member 
xxx-Regular  membership  number 


CM 

Rev.  re ter  J.  Alisauskas 

CM 

Vincent  w.  Alones, 

NY 

1 

ANA  Dibr3a*y,  CO 

I 

aNS  Library,  NY 

162* 

John  Armonas,  OH 

CM 

Jonas  Z.  Augustinius,  IL 

CM* 

Frank  J.  Backitis, 

SC 

CM*  + 

John  W.  Balchunis, 

Va 

221’ 

Alphonse  J . Balsis 

, NJ 

CM  Baize kas  Museum,  IL 
CM*  Dennis  0.  Bartaszkiewicz,  NJ 
CM*  Bdward  J.  Bochniak,  NY 
132*  Julius  W.  Boris,  MA 
I Bridges  Newsletter,  NY 

239  Marjorie  Brooks,  NY 

240  David  P,  Budd,  OH 
CM  Raymond  R.  Budd,  OH 

185  Michael  B.  Burokas,  NJ 

241  John  C.  Busanovich,  PA 
243  Michael  P.  Buzako,  NY 
140*  Kestutis  Chesonis,  MD 

CM  George  M Daru,  PA 
CM  iieonard  DeLang,  APO  CA 
CM  Bruce  Donahue,  Ma 
CM*  Robert  J.  Douchis,  MD 
CM  James  DouChis,  MA 
CM*  Victor  Dulkis,  NY 
227  i«t.  Bill  Bmeson,  ND 

CM*  J.  Graham  nsler,  Canada 

129  Henry  L.  Gaidis,  MD 

125*  Btan  N.  Gaizutis,  NV 
CM*  Cassy  Getrelis,  Mich 
CM*  John  Glynn,  iilngland 
21(J  William  T.  Greusska,  CA 
233  J.R.  Greene,  MA 

134  x<ay  Hafsaas,  WA 

196  ndward  riartfik,  Mich 
1^9  xhissell  A.  Hibbs,  kY 
122  Ruth  w.  Hill,  MO 

CM  Don  R.  Hiltunen,  MICH 

156  Jonn  G.  riumphris,  OH 
199  Janis  Jekabson,  NB 


CM*  Carl  Kazakauskas,  PA 

191  Sally  Kirka,  CT 

154  Albert  G.  Kenrick,  NY 

179  hrian  J.  Kenny,  CT 

193*  Algirdas  Kepalas,  NY 

219*  Douglas  W.  Koraer,  Mich 

CM  Herman  a.  Krajewski,  CT 

186  Guntis  Kuskevics,  CA 

124*+  Bronislaw  Lazauskas,  CT 

CM*  Peter  Leonard,  PA  [Deceased,  see  pg.  8] 

225  Tal  Lie  pa,  lA 

192*  Bonaventure  J.  Linkus,  NJ 

I Lithuanian  Consulate,  NY 

I Lithuanian  Consulate,  DC 

220  Richard  Lizdenis,  MA 

195  Al  Loja,  TX 

224  Peter  A.  Manti,  IL 

CM*  Roland  Mar tick,  MA 

245  John  Maske,  CO 

CM*  Frances  Maslana,  AZ 

CM*  V.L.G.  Matelis,  FL 

237  Gordon  Matulionis,  MD 

Ch*  Charles  Matuzas,  NY 

200  Juozas  Mikaila,  Mich 

Cm*  Bdward  F.  Mikutis,  IL 

223*-f  Casirair  V.  Milukys,  NY 

204  Sarunas  Mingela,  Mich 

CM  Missouri  Numismatic  Society,  MO 

222*  Algerd  S.  Monstavicius,  CA 

229  John  A.  Muscalus,  PA 

168  iidward  S.  Muszynski,  Mich 

226  JoiiH  B.  McCaugherty,  IL 

209*  Jerome  J.  Norton,  NY 

CM*  Robert  Noveik,  CA 

I The  Observer,  IL 

CH*  James  Lane  Olson,  IL 

170  James  A.  Parr,  NY 

CM*  Frank  Passic,  Mich 
207*  J.N.  Petraitis,  PA 
188*  Donald  C.  Pickering,  NH 
235  Andy  rlioplys,  Canada 
198  Broni  Podbel,  NY 


CM  ijdward  V.  i^runckun,  Ji 

1^0  /ilekbanaraa  nadzius,  Jr.  MJ 

Cm  Cinger  Kapsus,  iu 

tili?  Charles  a.  Kobbins,  Mo 

1I?1*  haul  tiogt  MW 

CM  Algirdas  kuzgas,  Wlf 

Joseph  k.  oaltmeris,  Ak 
k03  deorge  o.  ochumacher,  Ca 
Iko  vCavier  oervais,  biilUiiUM 
Cm  re ter  ohulin,  lA 
k3k  Kichard  C.  Cnimkus, 
kll  Michael  T.  oiiutterly,  Mi> 
kid  Marshall  omith,  m’a 
22b  Tyge  Sonde rgaard , DhNNMAkK 
183  Adolph  V.  Stankus,  Jj*.  CA 
CM  Mel  Steinberg,  CA 
CM  harl  Stephens,  Ca 
CM*  Algirdas  Sudentas,  Ma 

172  Joseph  Tamosuinas,  CA 
187  kobert  J.  Thomas,  MD 
206  iidraund  k.  Tutlys,  MA 
123  J*  Vabalas,  CT 

l4o  Cediminas  Vaitkus,  WM 
19^  S,  Valatka,  NJ 
CM  kaymond  Varieikojis,  OH 
236*  Jesse  Vasys,  TXi. 

Cn*  william  Velms,  CT 

244  Joseph  A.  Vorozilchiak,  lA 

CM  Paul  Waichulaitis,  WI 

CM*  James  B.  Wnite,  FL 

205  John  P.  Witter,  FINLaWD 

I World  Coin  News,  wI 

CM*  Kazmier  wyeocki,  NJ 

200  Michael  Yanuskevich,  NH 

161  Kenneth  C.  Yurgil,  IL 

230  Frank  Japolis,  IL 

CM*  hidward  L.  Zemaitis,  NY 

159*  Vincent  Zemaitis,  NY 

173  Peter  U.  Zinkus,  MA 
I Coin  World,  OH 

We  welcome  Lucian  Chojecki 
from  Michigan  who  just  joined 
in  April, 


If  you  have  been  putting  off 
returning  the  Punkte  note  survey 
form  included  with  the  last  is- 
sue of  The  Knight , please  do  it 
now.  Returns  have  been  slow  in 
coming  in.  We  need  tne  informa- 
tion if* we  are  to  meike  any  mea- 
ningful conclusions,  etc. 


MUSEUM  PROGRESS  REPORT  •5- 

The  move  into  the  new  museum  will  occur  sometime  in  June.  The 
grand  opening  is  scheduled  for  sometime  in  September,  we  will  j^eep 
you  informed.  The  nuseum  will  oe  open  at  it's  new  location,  630O 
Pulaski  koad  in  Cnicago  (60629)  in  June,  although  understand- 
ably not  all  exhibits  will  be  totally  in  place. 

Your  editor  has  selected  a numismatic  room;  it  is  approxima- 
tely 12  feet  wide,  and  20  feet  long.  At  tnis  writing,  he  has  a 
tremendous  amount  of  work  to  do,  to  prepare  a Lithuanian  numism- 
atic exhibit,  wish  him  luck... 

We  thank  all  of  you  who  have  sent  donations  in  to  cover  the 
costs  of  assembling  this  numismatic  room.  Lnclosed  as  an  insert 
with  this  issue  of  The  Knight  is  a museum  "Buy  a Brick"  brochure, 
we  ask  all  our  U'iA  members  to  seriously  consider  helping  us  fin- 
ancially at  this  critical  time,  in  the  next  few  weeks,  we  must 
purchase  several  coin  exhibit  cases,  exhibit  construction  mater- 
ials, such  as  felt  background,  currency  holders,  etc.  All  this 
takes  money.  Gifts  are  tax-deductible. 

If  you  would  like  to  make  a donation,  please  fill  out  the 
enclosed  insert,  and  clearly  mark/designate  your  gift  to  the 
Numismatic  Lepartment . We  are  keeping  a list  and  using  these 
special  funds  to  help  organize  the  Lithuanian  numismatic  room. 
Donors  will  have  their  names  engraved  on  a special  Li^a  plaque 
which  will  be  part  of  the  exhibit  room  and  numismatic  office. 
Persons  giving  a gift  of  #100  or  more  will  receive  a free  420 
value  Litiiuanian  language  cassette  with  booklet. 

Thank  you  for  your  support.  Frank  Passic,  editor.  The  Knight . 
Numismatic  Curator,  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture. 


MEDAL  UPDATE 


im5rR.YZ5  yERt 
At  THE  S'  o'cJhxJi  F(p5I 


LNa  member  Tyge  oon- 
dergaard  sends  us  his  in- 
formation on  the  Galdikas 
medal  featured  in  the  last 
issue  of  The  Knight . 

His  medal  (photocop- 
ied  here)  is  bronze,  60  mm, 
diauneter,  86  grams  weight, 
and  the  rim  5 ram.  thick. 

After  the  signature 
"A  GALDIKaS"  comes  "LNV" 

On  the  reverse  is  the  mi- 
nters,  "riUGULNlN  FBC." 


6.  LITHUANIAN  COPPER  SHILLINGS  AND  THEiR 
MINTAGES  1663-1667 


. '-oxuxxj’.jea  from  last  issue...  J 

on  tne  other  hand,  to  fulfill  within  the 
^.itnuanian  drand  Juchy  the  1659  constitution 
-asn't  that  easy.  In  the  first  place,  it  fac- 
ed financial  difficulties.  It  was  inconceiv- 
able to  raise  taxes  quickly  in  a ravaged  la- 
nd, while  the  constitution  urgently  required 
that  from  those  funds,  it  was  necessary  to 
establish  a UUL  [Grand  Guchy  of  Lithuania] 
money  mint  at  Lithuania's  drasta  [Note:  In 
history,  Jdrest-Litvosk] , as  the  safest  loca- 
tion. 

in  executing  the  provisions  of  the  1659 
Congress,  the  Tribunal  delegates  reactivated 
by  tne  GLL  National  Treasury^  met  at  Gardinas 
to  discuss  the  country's  financial  problems, 
of  which  the  most  important  was  the  opening 
of  the  money  mints,  since  truly  with  the  help 
of  the  mints  it  would  be  possible  to  pay  off 
the  array's  aurreages.  Remembering  the  debt  of 
tne  former  moneyer  M.  Verbek-Letov,  which  the 
former  still  owed  since  he  had  taken  the  mon- 
ey for  the  Vilnius  mint  operating  from  1652 
to  l653t  sold  had  not  refunded  the  remainder 
to  the  National  Treasury,  the  Tribunal  deleg- 
ates on  August  13,  1659  litigated  with  him 
for  the  return  of  the  debt.^®  Unsuccessful  in 
reclaiming  actual  cash  from  the  former  mone- 
yer of  the  Vilnius  mint,  so  necessary  to  est- 
ablish a new  money  mint  at  Lithuanian  Brasta, 
tne  deputies  found  no  other  avenue  to  raise 
the  funds  and  solve  that  particularly  diffic- 
ult problem.  They  turned  the  matter  over  to 
the  National  Treasury  administrator,  A.M. 
GakeviSius,  and  authorized  him  to  open  up  the 
money  mint  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  from 
its  production,  the  debt  to  the  army  could  be 
paid . 

after  long  assurances  and  pressure,  A.M. 
GakeviJius  finally  concluded  an  agreement  wi- 
th T.L.  Boratini  (this  wais  spiritedly  opposed 
by  the  right  wing  of  the  array,  headed  by  the 
Great  hetman  k.  Gapiega)  who  consented  to  str- 
ike Lithuanian  copper  shillings  at  his  subor- 
dinate Ujazdov  mint. 

Though  striking  of  this  money,  because 
of  the  obstruction  by  the  army  subservient  to 
k.  Gapiega,  was  delayed  for  a year,  neverthe- 
less in  I66O-I66I,  T.L.  Boratini  struck  Lith- 
uanian copper  shillings  in  the  sum  of  1 mill- 
ion auks  mas  or  90  million  units  at  the  Uja- 
zdov mint,  and  paid  into  the  GGL  National  Tr- 
easury for  them  300,000  auksinas  as  rental 
fees.  Lacking  raw  silver,  the  contractor  did 
not  complete  his  promised  contract — he  did 
not  strike  Lithuanian  silver  coins,  so  the 
National  Treasury  failed  to  receive  its 
50,000  auks in as. final  accounting  for 

tnia  mint  could  not  be  found,  since  the  set- 
tlement accounts  of  T.L.  Boratini  were  dest- 
royed during  the  revolt  in  earsaw  in  19^^»^-^ 


BY:  STASYS  JANUSONIS 

At  this  time,  we  must  be  satisfied  with  the  fact 
that  they  were  struck.  In  the  settlement  of  Nat- 
ional Treasury  Administrator  a.M.  GakeviJius'  ac- 
counts, receipt  is  acknowledged  of  the  entire 
rental  sum  for  the  striking  of  the  copper  shill- 
ings. 

We  must  add  that  those  receipts  failed  to  ac- 
he ive  the  desired  results:  it  did  not  prevent  the 
final  confederation  (unionization)  of  the  GDL  ar- 
my, since  the  sum  realized  was  but  a drop  in  the 
sea  of  the  confederation's  demands.  As  far  back  as 
1657,  the  GDL  6U*ray  attempted  to  organize  a gene- 
ral confederation  at  Chvoro25ius.^^  [Note:  Commun- 
ist idealogy  requires  promoting  the  "proletariat" 
theme  in  published  manuscripts,  which  is  what  we 
are  probably  seeing  here  in  this  and  other  parag- 
raphs]. Then  another  effort  more  real  but  no  less 
unsuccessful  was  repeated  in  I66O,  Jsinuary,  at 
Drohi5ne.^5  True,  in  the  same  year,  in  the  months 
of  April  and  May,  it  fell  apairt,  since  once  again, 
the  soldiers  put  faith  into  the  empty  promises  of 
the  National  Treasury  commisars.  Finally  becoming 
convinced  of  the  powerlessness  of  the  National 
Treaisury,  confirmed  by  the  unambiguous  information 
submitted  by  A.M.  Geikavi2ius^^,  on  Geptember  6, 
1661,  in  a quasi-Congress,  the  array  began  to  cr- 
eate a real  confederation.  This  movement  was  grea- 
tly encouraged  by  finding  incriminating  material 
implicating  the  army's  leaders.  Chancellor  Pacas 
and  other  magnates  from  which  it  becsime  clear  that 
they  not  only  paid  no  taxes  but  were  the  recipien- 
ts of  princely  subsidies,  while  their  struggling 
and  impoverished  brothers  under  the  flag  received 
but  the  rubbish.  So  on  September  7 I66I,  both 
wings  of  the  army  began  negotiations  towaird  a con- 
fedaration,^^  first,  dismissing  from  his  post  the 
Grand  Hetman  P.  Gapiega,  the  Field  Hetmain  M.  Pac- 
es, all  colonels  and  a number  of  lower  class  off- 
icers.^9  On  Geptember  11,  I66I,  with  the  Poludovi- 
5ius  confederates  having  elected  their  own  staff, 
as  Marshall,  Vilnius  cabinet  maker  Zeronskis,  his 

assistant,  Kotovskis,  the  formation  of  the  confe- 

PO 

deracy  was  completed. 

Controversy  began  between  the  two  powers,  co- 
mpetition and  friction  reaching  its  culmination 
point,  when  on  November  29,  1662,  the  confederat- 
ees  brutally  eliminated  the  GDL  Field  Hetman  and 
the  National  Treasury's  official  V.  Gosievski  and 
the  Confederation's  Marshal  Zeromski,  a sympathi- 
zer of  his.  Reaction  to  this  act,  within  the 
country  as  well  as  abroad,  was  disapproval.^^  Pe- 
ople began  to  look  upon  the  confederates  not  as 
the  defenders  of  their  legitimate  rights,  or  id- 
ealists, as  in  the  past,  but  rather  as  a gang  of 
thieves... A commotion  broke  out  within  the  encamp- 
ment itself.  A riot  among  the  lesser  boyars  and 
knights  temporarily  united  to  the  royal  flag  all 
those  competing  groups  among  the  gentry.  Gensing 
a danger  to  their  own  existence,  joining  together. 
Continued  next  issue... 


SAULIIJ  S4JUNGA 

V jL.it  huanian  riil'lemam'a  aesociation  J . The 

V 

•jaulii^  constitution  was  approved  by  the 
^itnuanian  Jefense  hinistry  on  September 
1^,  iyi9,  and  the  organization  immediat- 
ely began  its  long  continued  history  of 
assisting  the  nation. 

The  first  military  action  of  the  Sau- 
liai  Was  assisting  the  Lithuanian  army  in 
arresting  members  of  the  Polish  Organiz- 
acja  Wojskowa  (Polish  Army  Organization), 
The  low  was  a secret  organization  of  Pol- 
ish-Lithuaniaui  nationalists  who  planned 
an  insurrection  in  Kauneis,  The  POW  hoped 
the  newly  founded  Lithuanian  Kepublic  wo- 
uld be  overthrown  auid  the  nation  thereaf- 
ter joxned  in  a confederation  with  Poland, 
The  Sauliai  subsequently  engaged  the  for- 
ces of  the  uerman-White  kussieui  hermondt- 
ists  which  overran  a large  part  of  north- 
ern Lithuania.  The  Sauliai  took  an  active 
combat  roll  on  the  front  lines  fighting 
alongside  the  Lithuanian  arn^y  as  well  as 
functioning  as  scouts  and  partisans  beh- 
ind enemy  lines. 

following  the  end  of  hostilities,  the 
organization  established  it's  permanent 
Headquarters  at  l\aunas  (the  capital  city 
of  Vilnius  was  occupxed  by  the  Poles  in 
l9i^0)  with  five  regional  field-staffs 
across  the  country.  Luring  the  indepen- 
dence period,  the  organization  remained 
in  a strong  paramilitary  state  and  pur- 
sued a program  of  cultural  action.  The 
dauliai  through  various  programs  worked 
to  strengthen  the  patriotic  auid  civic  co- 
nsciousness of  the  j^e public.  The  orgetniz- 
ation  took  the  major  role  in  the  military 
liberation  of  Klaipeda  (Merael)  from  Ger- 
many/Allied Powers  in^l9^3.  Through  the 
direct  action  of  the  Gauliai,  the  city  was 
liberated  prior  to  the  entry  of  any  regul- 
ar army  units. 

inuring  the  years  of  peace,  the  dauliai 
units  maintained  their  military  prepared- 
ness and  fostered  civil  involvement  in  the 
areas  of:  fire  fighting,  law  enforcement, 
aviation,  naval  advancement,  sports,  hyg- 
iene, nursing,  and  general  social  work.  By 
19^  there  were  23  Bauliij  rinktines  (deta- 
chments) consisting  of  1200  burial  (squads) 
numoering  42,000  officers  euid  soldiers; 
3*000  auxiliaries  and  13,000  women  members 
across  tne  country. 

Along  with^official  government  status, 
the  nietuvos  daulii^  d^junga  was  conferred 
tne  right  to  award  militeury  decorations 
and  medals.  Among  the  awards  conferred  by 
the  dauliai  were  the  Klaipeda  Liberation 
Medal,  the  Guardian  dtsu?  Order,  the  Guar- 
dian dtar  Order  Medal,  and  various  types  of 
merit  decorations.  These  will  be  described 
in  detail  in  future  issues  of  The  Knight. 


ABUVL:  A Lithuanian  National  Guard  group  in  Indepen- 
dent Lithuania, 


^ With  the  1940  doviet  occupation  of  Lithuania,  the 
dauliq  dajunga  was  ordered  liquidated  and  all  its  wea- 
pons and  holdings  confiscated.  Due  to  their  patriotic 
zeal,  a large  number  of  dauliai  members  were  arrested, 
hilled,  or  deported  to  diberia.  dauliai  members  later 
took  an  active  role  in  the  Lithuanian  Activist  Front 
(lap ) which  liberated  Lithuania  from  doviet  rule  in 
June,  1941,  during  tne  early  stages  of  the  German  inv- 
asion of  the  Uddii,  Its  members  were  also  a mainstay  for 
volunteers  serving  in  the  1941  recruited  Lithuanian 
Defense  Battalions  and  the  1944  recruited  PlecheviSius 
Territorial  Corps  formed  to  fight  against  the  advancing 
Soviet  Army.  The  second  doviet  occupation  in  Lithuania 
(1944)  resulted  in  the  arrest  of  dauliai  members,  with 
many  fleeing  to  the  west.  Other  members  took  to  the  fo- 
rrests  and  were  active  in  the  1944-1956  Lithuaniaui  peir- 
tiseui  movement. 

In  1954,  former  members  of  the  dauliai  reconstruc- 
ted the  organization  with  the  official  incorporation 
of  the  Lietuvos  dauliq  .^qjunga  Tremtyje  (National  Gu- 
ard of  Lithuania  in  dxile),  in  tne  dtate  of  Illinois. 
Though  the  organization's  military  functions  have  been 
suspended,  it  still  remains  active  in  the  Lithuanian 
exile  community,  dauliai  members  taike  an  active  part 
in  the  general  effort  to  maintain  Lithuanian  ethnic 
identity  and  to  promote  the  cause  of  Lithuanian  indep- 
endence, In  keeping  with  its  military  tradition,  the 
National  Guard  in  Lxile  continues  to  wear  militaury  un- 
iforms and  to  award  medals  auid  decorations  authorized 
by  the  kepublic  of  Lithuania.  National  Guard  chapters 
can  be  found  today  in  Illinois,  Ohio,  New  York,  Cali- 
fornia, and  other  cities  in  the  US  and  Canada.  Tne 
guard's  current  commander  is  Karolis  Milkovaitis  who 
has  been  of  assistance  to  the  authors  in  various  mat- 
ters concerning  the  organization  and  its  history. 

THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  8,  No.  6,  Issue  #48.  The  offi- 
cial publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion. PYank  Passic,  LDITOR,  Robert  J.  Douchis,  dIRlC- 
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8.  ADS 

n.  service  to  non -commercial 

^na  members! 

• • • * 

i'Oii  ciALci  (or  Trade):  Order  of 
dediminas  1st  Class  sash  and  bad- 
ge; dauliai  Breast  Badge;  Petras 
ttimSa  Vytautas  the  Oreat  medal, 
small  size.  I am  interested  in  Ld- 
tnuanian  militaria.  J.  Vaisys,  208 
N,  Crest,  Ban  Antonio,  TX  78213. 
(512)  3^-7950 

WANTJiD:  Copies  of  back  issues 
of  The  Knight  to  caomplete  my  set: 
Nos:  2-5,  7,  9-14,  l6,  17,  20,  22, 
and  35*  (or  photocopies) 

Also  : View  postcards  of  Lith- 
uania and  Klaipeda/Memel  (pre- 
WV/II),  and  the  book  Timeless  Lith- 
uania (Chicago,  1942)  by  Owen  No- 
rem. 

Also  wanted:  1916  3 kopek  "Ost" 
iron  coin  from  "A"  mint  in  XF  or 
better.  J.k.  GkLLNB,  33  Bearsden 

Koad,  Athol,  Mass  01331* 

« • « 

FOR  SALE:  5x7  color  glossy 
photo  of  "new"  F-21A  500  Litij  note 
Obverse  (Aug.  15,  1924).  !ilO.  Fr- 
ank Passic,  900  B.  Baton  St.,  alb- 
ion,  MI  49224. 

• * • 

FOR  SALE:  Historic  World  War  II 
United  Lithuanian  Relief  Fund  of 
America  postcard.  Colorful,  shows 
ruins,  landscape,  etc.  "Lighten 
tne  Burden  of  the  War  Victims  of 
Lithuania."  ;^5.00 

Also,  Custom  Capital  Plastic 
Lithucinieui  coix*  holders  for  l4  pc. 
circulation  set  1925-1938.  S20 

Y-13  1936  10  Lit4  ^ Vytautas  );^60 

Y-12  1936  5 Litai  (BasanaviSius) 
silver,  tol8  each,  or  3 for  i45. 

Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture,  4012  Archer  avenue,  Cnic- 
ago,  IL  60632. 


Dealer  in  Quality  Rare  Coins 
Lithuanian  & Polish 
WRITE: 


Karl  Stepbeos,  Ipc. 


Karl  Srephens 
I’rrtHleiil 


Host  ( )flitc  Hov  AN'  \ 57209 

Icmpic  ( Its . f a ‘M7H0  213  445  81  54 


LETTERS 

I read  your  newsletter  The  Knight  on  a monthly  basis  and 
usually  find  the  material  to  be  excellent,  but  I have  to  ob- 
ject to  some  items  that  I saw  in  the  Feb-March  issue  in  regard 
to  Lithuanian  numismatics  and  other  countries  which  Lithuania 
interacted  politically. 

On  page  2 you  refer  to  the  commemorative  medal  being  mi- 
nted for  the  Polish  Americain  Numismatic  Association  as  celebr- 
ating the  "600th  Anniversary  of  the  Polish-Lithuanian  union.".. 
Nowhere  does  the  medal  say  anything  about  a Polish-Lithuanian 
union  which  you  point  out  took  place  after  the  Lublin  Union  of 
1569.  Check  your  facts  on  the  medal. 

Your  comuent  on  the  same  page,  "It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  just  how  Polsind  auid  Russia  throughout  history  have  tried 
to  claim  Lithusuaia  as  their  own,  that  so:*  numismatic  groups 
6u:e  doing  the  saune  thing  themselves,"  referred  to  the  fact  th- 
at both  the  PANA  and  the  RNS  dealt  with  subject  matter  relat- 
ing to  Lithuania. 

Do  you  really  think  that  any  country's  numismatic  history 
is  not  influenced  by  that  of  some  others?  If  you  don't  feel 
that  they  have  the  right  to  discuss  Lithuanian  numismatics  in 
addition  to  their  own  when  we  know  that  historically  they  inf- 
luence each  other,  then  how  do  you  justify  the  comment  on  page 
7,  "Tell  your  Polish  collector  friends  about  this  important 
series. . ." 

Usually  you  put  out  a fine  newsletter.  Let's  keep  natio- 
nal pride  out  of  the  way  of  common  sense  when  dealing  with 
numismatics  and  related  clubs. 

Best  regards,  Richard  Giedraitis,  OH  (Giedroyc) 

[Excellent  letter,  we'll  keep  this  in  mind  in  the  future. 
We've  all  probably  been  aware  that  national  pride  has  been  a 
prominent  theme  in  numismatic  writings  of  some  of  our  noted 
Lithuanian  numismatists,  and  that  it  is  easy  to  carry  this 
over.  But  we  also  must  face  facts  that  Lithuania's  numismatics 
was/is  inter-related  with  both  Poland  and  Russia.  We  should  be 
happy  that  information  is  brought  out  and  shared,  no  matter 
from  what  group,  although  we  all  still  choose  to  keep  our 
sepairate  numismatic  identities. 

I suppose  there  will  always  be  dif Terences  of  opinions  of 
interpretation  of  facts,  nistory,  politics,  national  pride, 
(this  publication  will  express  the  Lithuanian  viewpoint)  in 
our  countries  numismatics,  but  we  should  respect  these  differ- 
ences and  not  undermine  tne  integrity  of  each  other's  beliefs 
and  groups.  I apologize  if  this  wan  done  in  the  article  you 
mentioned.  —ED.] 

• • * 

I am  writing  to  let  you  know  that  my  brother,  Peter  P. 
Leonard, a charter  LNA  member,  has  passed  away  on  March  21, 

1986  at  age  56.  I know  reter  enjoyed  reading  every  issue  of 
The  Knight. 

Realizing  that  subscription/merabership  dues  are  coming 
up,  I would  like  to  keep  receiving  The  Knight , as  I also  en- 
joy reading  it.  Enclosed  is  my  check.  Thank  you  very  much. 

—Judith  J Leonard.  PA 

. • • 

Keep  up  the  good  work  with  The  Knight . I haven't  read  a 

dull  one  yet!  — J.R.  Greene,  Mass. 

• • * 

I am  very  pleased  with  the  latest  issue.  The  new  printing 
method  is  really  an  improvement,  much  easier  to  read  than  in 
the  past.  Keep  up  the  good  work.  — Michael  T.  Bhutterly,  MD. 


